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moderate or large size, dark in body colour, with ample gauzy
wings somewhat resembling dragonflies (Plate IV, Fig. 5).
None are very active, however, and their flight is weak. When
at rest the wings are sloped over the body. Some species,
when handled, give out an odour which may be pleasant or
otherwise.
The head is large and distinct with compound eyes. Antennae
are fairly short and clubbed distally. Mouth-parta are of
biting type with long palpi. Two pairs of equal wings are
present, of complex Neuropterous form. The legs are short
and hairy, only useful for clinging. At the extremity of the
abdomen in the male are a pair of conspicuous claspers which
render sex determination easy, since the female possesses no
similar structures.
The larva (Plate IV, Fig. 6) is short and stout with a flat
head from which arise the long curved jaws, formed, as has
been explained, by the mandibles and maxillae conjointly.
The mandibles are toothed. The legs are not very well fitted
for walking and often the larva can only progress backwards.
There is a food reservoir from the oesophagus and the number
of Malpighian tubes is, as usual, eight. The anatomy of the
larva has been the subject of much discussion and classical
work, there being no functional anus. Six of the eight Mal-
pighian tubes have their distal ends united and are partly
modified as silk glands. The anus serves as a spinneret.
In most species the life cycle is completed yearly, but it
may take two years in some cases, according to the amount
of food obtained. Eggs, which are oval and whitish, are laid
in dry earth or sand, generally singly. The site chosen by
pit-making species is always protected from rain, since the
larva cannot work in wet sand. Favourite positions are at the
base of a house wall or under a slightly overhanging rock. The
larva makes a funnel-shaped pit, at the bottom of which it lies
concealed. Any insect venturing over the edge of this falls
down to the jaws of the larva and is sucked dry. Some species
do not construct a pit but lurk in loose earth or vegetation
with open jaws. There are three larval instars. When full
fed a spherical cocoon of silk is spun, to which adhere small
particles of sand and rubbish. In this, the change to pupa
takes place, and in two or three weeks the imago appears.